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Serving Today:  
Celebrant: The Rev. Fr. Copeland D. Johnston 
Organist: Sylvia Sutter 
Acolytes: Robert Tankard (8), Fritz Morrison (10) 
Eucharistic Minister:  LaRue Chuman (8), Susan Simpson (10) 
Lector: Susan Tankard (8), Michael Weaver (10) 
Ushers: Bob Sutter, Jimmy Latham 
Altar Guild: Betty Eschenbauch 
Coffee Hour: David & Gail Moretz 
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         This week in your prayers, please remember: 

 

Healing & Guidance:  Ivan McRoy, Lou Batton (Mark Batton's mother, 
Sylvia Sutter's sister), Alethia Anderson, Donald Michaud, Bob Cruse,  
Bishop David O’ Connell, Olivia Hill, Jayne Spangler, Jason Alford, 
Alan Daughtry, The Wester family, David Smith (Tim Smith’s brother), 
Joe Buziak,  John Denton, Jack & Kathryn Brake,  Hubert Yeatman,  
Robert Thobe, Cloutier family, Allison Smith, Robert Medlin, Tom 
Buckley, Chip Ritter, Carol Sawyer, The McKenna family, Betty 
Wheeler, Ruth Petersen, Guy Alford, Charles Warrington, Curt 
Warrington 
 

Caregivers: Tim Smith 
 

Military: Bradley Craig Ward, Chris Raducha, Adam Raducha, Hayden 
Tankard, Nathaniel Bowen, Frank Yenney (Jack & Kathryn Brake’s 
grandson), McCauley Griffin (Annie Griffin’s grandson), Walker Brown 
(Pat & Sue Brown’s grandson), Lonnie Carraway (Stephanie & Ken 
Reynold’s son-in-law), Alex Paschall 
 

Birthdays: Mary Anne Adam (12th), Fritz Morrison (14th), Chris Smith (15th) 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. THOMAS IN YOUR WILL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Rev. Fr. Copeland D. Johnston, Rector 
252-923-9141 

 

Mrs. Barbara Willis, Parish Administrator 
Parish Office (252) 923-9141 

Parish e-mail address: stthomasbath@gmail.com 
Parish web address: StThomasParishNC.org 

 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
 

Bath, North Carolina 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Holy Eucharist 
 

May 10, 2026, 8 & 10 AM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

North Carolina’s Oldest Church 
 

Est. 1734 
 

Landmark Building, Living Faith 
 



 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
                                                                                    arr. by Lani Smith 
 

405 All things bright and beautiful 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Priest:  Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

The Collect for Purity                                                               355 
 

S278  The Gloria 
 

 

Priest:          The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 
Priest:          Let us pray. 
 

The Collect For The Day 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 
things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love 
towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went 
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 
life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and 
find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In 
him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, 
or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of  

 

 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.” 
 

Psalm 66:7-18 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are 
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you 
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also 
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who 
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, 
which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

516 Come down, O Love divine 

 

The Gospel:  John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This 
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a 
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 
see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and 
I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 
 


